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Dear Year 9 Student and Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to your Key Stage 4 information booklet.  On Monday 5th July 2021 you will be 

starting Key Stage 4 courses that will prepare you for the next stage of your education. It 

is important that you are well informed about the courses and what they offer you.  

 

You will follow a common core of subjects which comprises English, English Literature, 

Maths, Science, Computing, Philosophy and Ethics, and Physical Education. You will also 

study at least one Ebacc subject (French, History, Geography) and two other subjects. 

 

This is the first chance in your school career where you have some decisions to make 

about the subjects you study. This is an important time as you plan for your next steps 

and despite the country currently being in a lockdown, we will give you a great deal of 

support and advice over the next few months. 

 

In this booklet you will find information about the courses available in Key Stage 4. The 

booklet is addressed to you, the student, but you will need to show it to a parent/carer 

and discuss your courses with them. 

 

Although planning for  Key Stage 4  is very important, do not forget that you still have 

MOST of your Year 9 still to complete. All of your subjects continue to be just as im-

portant in order to successfully complete Year 9. 

 

We look forward to helping you to prepare for the next stage of your successful learning 

at Maidenhill School. 

  Maidenhill School 

INTRODUCTION TO KEY STAGE 4 
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STAGE 1 (February 2021) 

 

On Monday 8th February 2021, there will be a virtual “Introduction to Choices” 

assembly for students and a virtual presentation to parents.  Students and par-

ents/carers will also receive our 2021 Choices Booklet.    On Wednesday 10th 

February I will share a series of links to subject videos, created by our teach-

ers.  Over three days from Monday 22nd to Wednesday 24th February, there will 

be live Q&A subject sessions delivered via Zoom by subject specialists.  Our 

online preferences form will open on Wednesday 24th February at 7pm and the 

deadline for completing this is Friday 26th February .  You will need to indicate 

your preferred 6 subjects, according to the instructions on the form. These 

forms will give us vital information about student preferences so that we can 

plan the next stage of our choices process. 

STAGE 2 (March 2021) 

 

The subject combinations in ‘blocks’ will be  created using the Year 9 students’ 

preferences.  Our Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening is Wednesday 10th 

March 2021 and online decisions form will open following this at 7pm.  The 

deadline for the Decisions Form to be completed online is Monday 15th March 

2021. 

Important information 

When the ‘blocks’ are released in Stage 2 of the choices process, there is no 

guarantee that particular subject combinations will be possible or that every 

proposed course will run. We cannot run a course for a very small number of 

students. In addition, some class sizes are limited for Health and Safety or prac-

tical reasons. 

On your ‘Decisions  Form’ we will be asking you to nominate reserve subjects. 

This process will enable us to satisfy as many students as we possibly can.  

PREPARING FOR KEY STAGE 4: DATES 
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TERM 3    2021 
 

Stage 1 
 
 

Year 9 Preparing for KS4  Virtual Assembly   Monday 8th February 

Virtual Preparing for KS4 Choices Presentation  Monday 8th February 

Preparing for KS4  booklet given out    Monday 8th February 

Subject Loom videos shared      Wednesday 10th Feb 

 

 

TERM 4    2021 

Stage 2 

     

Live Zoom Q&A on Subjects      Mon 22nd to Wed 24th Feb 

Online Preferences form opens     Wednesday 24th Feb 7pm 

Deadline for Initial Preferences    Friday 26th February 

Year 9 Virtual  Parents’ Consultation Evening  Wednesday 10th March 

Online Decision form opens     Wednesday 10th March 7pm 

Deadline for Decision Forms     Monday 15th March 

 

 

 

Mr Hunter will meet with some students to discuss their choices 

We will confirm individual course allocations in Term 5 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
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Key Stage 4 Courses 

 

Core Curriculum (Examined): 

English Language 

English Literature 

Maths 

Science Combined Trilogy 

Computing  

 

 

Core Curriculum (Non-examined): 

Physical Education 

Philosophy and Ethics 

 

 

Choices Curriculum (Examined): 

Art and Design  

Business Studies 

Design and Technology 

Drama 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 

French 

Geography 

History 

ICT 

Music 

Music Technology 

Physical Education 

Religious Studies 

 

Types of Courses: 

 

GCSE  

General Certificate of Secondary Education.  

These are level 2 courses graded 9-1 that 

are largely linear and exam based. 

 

RSL 

Rock School Music.   

This is a level 2 very practical course aimed 

at developing skills. 

 

Cambridge National 

This is a level 2 qualification that combines 

practical work with examined units.   

 

 

 

 

KEY STAGE 4 – WHAT WILL YOU STUDY? 
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At Maidenhill our expectations for students in Key Stage 4 is that they should 

study a broad and balanced curriculum that will allow them to follow their chosen      

pathways Post 16.  

 

We want our students to progress onto courses and careers that they enjoy and 

that help them fulfill their potential. We encourage all students to aim high and 

provide them with help to make decisions about future opportunities. 

 

The GCSE curriculum has changed in recent years and GCSE courses now focus on 

final examinations rather than controlled assessment.  They are significantly differ-

ent from GCSE courses taught to students a couple of years older. 

 

All students are required  to follow a course of education or training after leaving 

Maidenhill and up to the age of 18. If you are planning to go on to Sixth Form or 

College, you may find that some institutions look more favourably on some types 

of qualifications and subjects than others. You would be well advised to look    

carefully at College/Sixth Form websites to see what their minimum entrance      

requirements are in terms of grades and subjects.  Some Sixth Forms and colleges 

require students to have followed courses which are commonly referred to as 

EBacc subjects; these are English, Maths, Sciences, History/Geography and Mod-

ern Foreign Languages GCSEs. 

 

Students should note that the new grade ‘4’ is broadly equivalent to the old grade 

‘C’, though emphasis is now placed on achieving  5s or above which are considered 

‘good passes’.  Any student not achieving a grade 4 in one of the two English quali-

fications and/or in Maths, MUST retake these as part of their Post 16 education. 

 

 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
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During the Autumn term, all Year 9 students took part in a “GCSE Choices” session with 

Kim Harris, the careers advisor, during a  Learning for Life lesson.  This session gave our 

students the opportunity to think about which subjects they could study and what they 

need to consider when choosing their options.   

 

Year 9 students have the opportunity to request an interview with the careers advisor if 

you and/or your son/daughter feel they would like some help with their choices. 

 

As part of their Learning for Life lessons, Year 9 students will have access to  Kudos, a  

careers software programme, which asks a series of questions and as a result of the    

answers provided, produces a list of suggested careers. This programme enables these 

jobs to be researched further and can be revisited at a later date.  A handout will be   

provided to use as a tool to support students through their decision making process and 

information about where they can go to find out more information or to do further     

research. 

 

Useful Websites: 

www.careerswales.com - Job profiles to look at jobs and qualification requirements.  

https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-14 - Information and ad-

vice about choosing your options.    

www.icould.com - Use careers wizard to answer 5 questions to see articles and clips 

about jobs related to your interests. 

www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk  - Aimed at 14-19 year olds.  This website has a personal 
quiz which suggests roles in the NHS suited to you.  Students can sign up to receive 
newsletters. 

www.apprenticeships.gov.uk - For National and local apprenticeship opportunities.  This 
website has information about a wide range of apprenticeships in different sectors, in-
cluding the types of apprenticeships available, case studies and current vacancies. 

www.ucas.com - Thinking ahead to higher education.  This website details the wide 
range of courses available and entry requirements. 

CAREERS SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 

 

http://www.careerswales.com
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-14
http://www.icould.com
http://www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk
http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk
http://www.ucas.com
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For General Advice: 

Deputy Headteacher   Mr A Hunter 

Learning Community Leaders Mr G Bastow - Frocester 

      Mr S Clements - Doverow 

      Mr R Lloyd - Rodborough 

      Mrs P Ward - Haresfield 

Tutors  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
For  Subject Advice 
     

   

 

   

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For advice regarding Post 16 opportunities 

Careers Advisor — Mrs Kim Harris    Email - kim.harris@sgscol.ac.uk 

  

Doverow Frocester Haresfield Rodborough 

Mr S Price-Bates Mrs S Kendry Mr C Porter Mrs A Melendez 

  Miss H Webster  

Art and Design Mrs D Glover 

Business Studies Mr C Bargh 

Design and Technology Mr M Sadler 

Drama Mr D Nash 

English Mrs A Melendez 

Food Preparation and Nutrition Miss K Shannon 

French  Mrs L Collins 

Geography  Mrs H Brunwin/Miss K Hayward 

History  Mrs M Tardivel 

ICT  Mr C Bargh 

Maths Mr B Robinson 

Music/Music Technology Mrs D Ball  

Physical Education Mrs S Kendry 

Religious Studies Miss L Hoare 

Science Miss H Webster 

WHO CAN I ASK FOR HELP AND ADVICE? 
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The difference between Key Stage 3 (year 7-9) and Key Stage 4 (Years 10 & 11) is considerable.  Students have to change the 

way they organise themselves and approach their learning in order to achieve their personal best.  Below are a few tips to 

ensure students (and parents!) can meet the challenge of KS4 courses at Maidenhill:

MEETING THE CHALLENGE OF KEY STAGE 4 COURSES 

Challenge Students Parents 

  
Independent Study 
Students studying for GCSEs will be 
set more frequent Independent 
Study.  This is a significant challenge 
for Year 10 students as they could 
be set as many as 8 per week. 
  

  

 Plan your week ahead.  Make sure 
you know when you have other   
activities and when you have time 
for Independent Study. 

 Use your planner to write down 
what work you should be doing each 
evening and check Show My Home-
work regularly. 

Remember that independent study 
does not have to be completed at 
home.  Independent Study Zone is 
available in CS1 Monday to Thursday 
until 4:00pm. 

  

 Check your son/daughter’s planner 
and Show My Homework website 
regularly.  If you feel there is a lack 
of Independent Study please con-
tact the relevant teacher or subject 
leader as soon as possible. 

 Check that Independent Study has 
been completed to a good stand-
ard and PROOF READ. 

 If your son/daughter could benefit 
from more study, refer to the 
‘Parents’ Guide to Independent 
Study’ on the school website. 

  
Exam technique 
The way GCSEs are assessed is very 
different to what many students are 
used to.  Instead of a range of ongo-
ing, termly assessment activities, 
students complete a final exam at 
the end of each 2 year course.  Ex-
ams are marked by external examin-
ers, not Maidenhill teachers! 

  

 Practice Practice Practice!  The more 
past exam questions you can com-
plete in the 2 years before the final 
exam, the better grade you will 
achieve. 

 You will be given exam questions 
from your teacher over the next 2 
years so make sure you really focus 
on advice given.  Even better, ask for 
extra! 

  

 Check that any practice exam   
questions are done  in a quiet 
room and to the best of your son/
daughter’s ability. 

 If you feel your son/daughter 
would benefit from more practice, 
ask their subject teacher for extra 
or look on the exam board website 
for past papers and mark schemes. 

  
New skills, knowledge and  
understanding 
GCSE courses are different to the 
Key Stage 3 curriculum.  There are 
new exam skills and content that 
both require new learning over the 
next 2 years. 

  

 A positive approach to lessons is  
vital.  Always attend school, be punc-
tual to lessons and engage actively 
throughout every lesson. 

 Develop a ‘growth mindset’.  Re-
member that you can do anything 
you truly put your mind to and the 
next 2 years will be the most rapid 
rate of educational development 
since you were a baby!  Something 
that appears impossible now may 
well become easy in the next 2 years 
with a hard working attitude and 
systematic approach to learning. 

 Revision is vital.  ACTIVE revision is 
the only effective way to remember 
new information so make sure you 
approach this properly in the coming 
months. 

 

  

 Revision is key.  To prepare for all 
tests and exams our son/daughter 
should be revising ACTIVELY not 
just reading. 

 When review sheets are sent 
home, challenge your son/
daughter to make the next grade.  
What can they do to improve?  Is 
there anything holding back their 
learning? Contact the relevant   
subject teacher or subject leader if 
you require any support in this. 

 Deepening your son/daughter’s 
understanding of the world around 
them is also important.  Discuss 
news and world events as much as 
possible, make sure they always 
have a good quality book to read 
and try to plan educational/
interesting days out during     
weekends and holidays. 
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE English Language 

 

What will I do on the course? 

You will develop your skills in reading non-fiction and prose texts as well as develop-

ing your writing skills including analysing and writing imaginatively.   

You will cover the following: 

 Component 1: (40%) Reading – understanding of one prose extract of literature 

from the 20th Century and one creative task selected from a choice of four titles.  

 Component 2: (60%) Reading – non-fiction from the 19th and 21st Centuries and 

two compulsory transactional/persuasive writing tasks. 

 Component 3: Spoken Language.  

Achievement in Spoken Language will be reported as part of the qualification, but it 

will not form part of the final mark and grade.   Students will make one presentation 

to the group where ideas based on a particular topic are discussed.  

 

How will my work be assessed?  

You will take an exam component practice task each term.    

Two exams: One paper is 2 hours and one is 1 hour 45 minutes. 

 

What might this course lead to? 

 A higher level grade will lead to further opportunities at college. 

 All careers require a sound level of communication in both written and spoken 

English. 

 Careers specific to English often include teaching, working as a journalist, ed-

iting and other jobs in the media.  

 

What else do I need to know about the course? 

It will be important for students to continue to read independently throughout the 

course both at home and during reading lessons. 

 

Who can I talk to in Year 10 or 11 to find out more about the course? 

Year 11: Amia Stokes-Richardson, Harvey Huntley 

Year 10: Lennon Cooper, Ruby Hannis 

All teachers in the English department 

Lead Teacher: Mrs Melendez 

En
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE English Literature 

 

What will I do on the course? 

You will develop your skills in reading enabling a deeper understanding of prose,    
poetry and drama texts as well as improving your skills of analysis and personal       
critical response. You will cover the following:  

 English literature component 1: Shakespeare and poetry  

 English Literature Component 2: Post 1914 Prose/Drama, 19th Century Prose 
and Unseen Poetry  

 

How will my work be assessed?  

Two written exams: 

 Component 1: Shakespeare and the study of a Poetry Anthology  

 (2 hours) 40% of qualification 

 Component 2: Post 1914 Drama/19th Century Prose and Unseen Poetry  

 (2 hours 30 minutes) 60% of qualification 

 

What might this course lead to? 

 A higher level grade will lead to further opportunities at college including the 

study of English literature at A’ level. 

 Careers specific to English subjects often include teaching, working as a          

journalist, editing and other jobs in the media.  

 

What else do I need to know about the course? 

It will be important for students to continue to read independently throughout the 

course both at home and during reading lessons. 

 

Who can I talk to in Year 10 or 11 to find out more about the course? 

Year 11: Leona Beech, Freya Cook 

Year 10: Taylor Pritchard, Grace Savagar 

All teachers in the English department 

 

Lead Teacher: Mrs Melendez 
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE Mathematics  

 

What will I do on the course? 

You will study the main 6 areas of mathematics; number, ratio and proportion,   ge-

ometry, statistics and algebra. Foundation and higher tiers both cover these areas 

with 60% of the course common to both tiers; within these you will cover a variety of 

topics some which will build on your knowledge and others which will be new to you. 

The course will you prepare you for any future maths course and provide you with 

practical skills like logical thinking and problem solving. 

 

How will my work be assessed?  

Three separate exams at the end of year 11.   

One non calculator paper and two calculator papers. (1 hour 30 minutes each) 

 

What might this course lead to? 

 A level mathematics, further mathematics, core mathematics. 

 The following courses also require a good mathematics grade; Biology, Chemis-

try, Physics, Business Studies, Economics and Psychology.  

 Careers involving mathematics are wide ranging; accountancy, scientists, engi-

neering, psychologist, plumbers, electricians, construction, teaching, medicine. 

 

What else do I need to know about the course? 

The mathematics GCSE is assessed at two tiers; higher and foundation. At both tiers 

you can achieve a good pass.  On the higher paper you will be able to achieve grades 

9 – 4 and on the foundation paper you can achieve grades 5 – 1. 

 

Who can I talk to in Year 10 to find out more about the course? 

Any of the mathematics staff 

Year 11: Pippa Benn, Charlotte Hatch   

Year 10:  Melody Tari, Lennon Cooper  

 

Lead Teacher:  Mr B Robinson  
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE Science: AQA Trilogy (Combined) 

2 science GCSE qualifications. 

    

What will I do on the course? 

You will study a mixture of the three disciplines of science; Biology (including  topics 
such as cells, inheritance and ecology), Chemistry (including topics such as atoms 
and chemical reactions) and Physics (including topics such as forces, energy and 
electricity).  

 

How will my work be assessed?  

The course is linear, which means all assessments will take place at the end of year 
11. There are 6 papers in total. 

2 papers for each discipline.  

 

What might this course lead to? 

A levels in any of the Science, medical careers and careers based in STEM areas
(science, technology, engineering and maths).  In addition to these academic careers 
you also require science for an apprenticeship in plumbing, electrics and aspects of 
hair and beauty.  

 

What else do I need to know about the course? 

You will have to carry out a set of practical tasks which will be assessed in the exam.  
These are called ‘required practicals’ and are recorded in laboratory books. This is 
where you use your scientific skills. 

 

Who can I talk to in Year 10 /11 to find out more about the course? 

Year 11:  Charlotte Hatch, Josh Wiltshire 

Year 10:  Hafren Lewis, Lennon Cooper 

 

 

Lead Teacher:  Miss H Webster  

Sc
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE French (Eduqas Exam Board) 

What will I do on the course?          
 You will develop your understanding of French and the countries in which the language is 

spoken. You will build on your Key Stage 3 work and become more confident in your own skills. 

You will cover a range of topics which fit into three broad themes of: 

 Identity and culture (family and friends, technology, free-time activities) 

 Local, national, international and global areas of interest (home and local region, charity work, 

healthy living, environment, social issues, travel and tourism) 

 Current and future study and employment (school life, post -16 education, jobs, careers and 

ambitions) 

How will my work be assessed? 

As the course progresses, you will be expected to undertake a range of internal assessments and 

mock exams.  The GCSE will be awarded on the basis of formal terminal examinations in the summer 

term of year 11 in the four key skill areas. Students may be entered at either Higher tier (grades 9-4) 

or Foundation tier (grades 5-1), at the teacher’s discretion.  Each area is worth 25% of total grade. 

What might this course lead to? 

By the end of the course you will have developed a much better understanding of the language and 

culture of France and French-speaking countries. You will be capable of using your French with 

increasing confidence in real-life leisure and work situations. You would also be able to pursue your 

study of language at a more advanced level, should you so wish. 

What else do I need to know about the course? 

Having a language qualification on your C.V. could well be an advantage and lead to better job 

opportunities. Jobs using languages include, of course, teaching and lecturing, translating and 

interpreting but languages are also used in a wide range of careers. Some examples include: sales and 

marketing, international law, government and diplomatic work, finance, engineering, publishing and 

journalism, international aid work, travel and tourism, armed forces, catering and hospitality. 

Manchester United football club has even recently advertised for a player care officer with languages. 

Research shows that employers may  pay  up to 15% more to employees with recognized language 

qualifications. Universities often look for evidence of a language qualification as proof of academic 

ability, regardless of the degree course you are applying for. For example, Business, English and 

Drama courses will often ask for a language qualification.  

In the past, KS4 students have  also taken part in overseas visits  and past 

students  entered and won a national video competition to write and 

perform an original song in French.  

Who can I contact to find out more about the course? 

You are welcome to discuss the KS4 language learning experience with  Miss 

Fowke or Mrs Collins, who will be able to give you a lot more detail. They 

may also be able to put you in touch with  Y10/Y11 GCSE French students . 

Lead Teacher: Mrs L Collins                  

Fr
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 Listening Exam Speaking assessment Reading Exam Writing Exam 

Higher 45 minutes 10-12 minutes 1 hour 15 minutes 1 hr 30 minutes 

Foundation 35 minutes 7-9 minutes 1 hour 1 hr 15 minutes 
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE Geography 

What will I do on the course? 

Geographical skills will be taught and used throughout the course  

There are three units 

1. Investigating geographical Issues 
 

This unit covers all the content in geography, it is slit into three themes, the first covering 
human geography, focussing on changing places and economies. The second theme is all 
about physical geography, looking at the changing environments of river and coastal 
landscapes, we will also investigate the impact of a changing climate. In the final theme 
focusses on the environmental challenges that face our world today.  

2. Problem solving geography 

In this unit we are faced with a geographical issue, that is connected to the content above, 
the unit will present you with potential solutions to this issue, you need to study these 
solutions and present the best one, fully justifying your choice. You will also be expected to 
process and interpret a range of geographical data surrounding the issue.  
 
3. Geographical applications 

The final unit focusses on geographical skills and field work. During the course you will carry 
out two geographical enquiries, in two separate locations. The exam will focus on the skills 
used to complete the enquiries, there will also be assessment of wider skills and field work.  

How will my work be assessed? 

There will be three written exams at the end of the course in June 2018. 
Paper 1  40% of GCSE (1 hour 45 minutes)  
Paper 2:  30% of GCSE (1 hour 30 minutes)  
Paper 3:  30% of GCSE (1 hour 30 minutes) 
 

What might this course lead to? 

 A Level Geography  

 Geography is a broad subject with multiple skills and disciplines. As a consequence its 
strength is the fact that it complements many other subjects  

 Geography can therefore lead to roles in many different contexts from town planning 
to conservation, and resource management and exploration 

What else do I need to know about the course? 

In order to be successful in this subject you need to be well organized and motivated to work 
hard. You will need to have an enquiring mind and be interested in why events happen, 
what the consequences of those events are and how we as people can manage these events 
effectively.  

There will be offsite visits to carry out fieldwork for Unit 3 

Who can I talk to in Y10 to find out more about 
the course? 

Our course has recently changed exam boards and as such only 
Year 10 students will be able to comment on the new course. 

Year 10:  Will Cousins, Lily Kimber, Euan Cheeseman,  Phoebe Fox  

 

Lead Teacher: Mrs H Brunwin 
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE History 
 

What will I do on the course? 

You  will learn about: 

 Germany 1918-1939 (Rise of Hitler, Life in Nazi Germany)  

 The USA 1929-2000 (an overview of the main changes and developments) 

 The Elizabethan Age 1558-1603 (an in depth study of England during the 
reign of Elizabeth I) 

 Changes in health and medicine in Britain c.500 to the present day 

How will my work be assessed? 

There will be two written exams at the end of the course  

 Component 1 – 50% of final mark (2 hours) 

 Component 2 – 50% of final mark (2 hours) 

What might this course lead to? 

 A Level History, and other related study such as English Literature, 
philosophy, law, psychology, and sociology 

 History is useful and often necessary for lots of careers- not just the 
obvious things (like archaeology and museum work)  but also careers in 
marketing, business, and public services or the armed forces 

 History is a desirable qualification for any academic study, journalism, law, 
politics, accountancy, media, teaching, libraries, police work, town planning 
tourism, conservation and more. 

What else do I need to know about the course? 

Apart from being interesting, history teaches vital skills that employers want, 
such as: 

 Analysis and research 

 Showing an understanding of different points of view and communicating 
effectively 

 Problem solving and reasoning 

 

Who can I talk to in Y10 or Y11 to find out more about the course? 

Year 11: Rhys Bleach, Freya Cook, Charlotte Hatch 

Year 10:  Jack Brown, Elsie Hall, Keeley Bingham-Roberts 

 

Lead Teacher: Mrs. M Tardivel  
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE Art and Design  
 

What will I do on the course? 

You will explore a variety of materials, media and techniques in both 2 and 3 

dimensions including drawing, painting, mixed media, printmaking, ceramics 

and sculpture.  

You will be expected to think creatively, solve problems and meet deadlines for 

project briefs working both independently and with others 

You will study, explore and learn from a range of artists and designers to 

inform and inspire your own work.  

You will have the opportunity to go on trips to some of the major galleries and 

museums in Britain. 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

Component 1 -  Portfolio: 60% 

You are required to submit a portfolio of work that comprises a sustained 

project and a selection of further work which represents your course of study.  

Component 2 - Externally set  assignment: 40% 

You respond to one starting point on an externally set assignment paper by 

producing a project with a final piece relating to your chosen title and which 

reflects your study of an artist, designer or art form. 

What might this course lead to? 

Post 16: A Level or Level 3 Diploma Art and Design  

Higher Education and careers: Graphic Design, Textiles and Fashion, 3D 

Design, Film, Special Effects, Photography and Digital media, Surface Design, 

Games Design, Product Design, Jewelry Design, Industrial Design, Theatre 

Design, Fine Art painting and sculpture 

What else do I need to know about the course? 

You will be given a hard back sketch book for independent study 

and research. You will need to bring this and a full drawing kit to 

every lesson. You are expected to work independently either at 

home or in the weekly after school ‘top up’ sessions to support 

your project work. 

Who can I talk to to find out more about the course? 

Ellie Radford, Pippa Benn, James D’Arcy Price , Ruth Spring 

 

 Lead  Teacher : Mrs D Glover 
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What qualification would I get? 

Edexcel GCSE Business Studies 

What will I do on the course? 

In this course there are two themes: 

Theme 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in 

starting and running a small business. It provides a framework for students to ex-

plore core concepts through the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a business. 

In this theme, students will be introduced to local and national business contexts 

and will develop an understanding of how these contexts impact business behav-

iour and decisions. Local contexts refer specifically to small businesses or those 

operating in a single UK location and national contexts relate to businesses oper-

ating in more than one location or across the UK. 

Theme 2 examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It focuses 

on the key business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a business, with 

emphasis on aspects of marketing, operations, finance and human resources. 

Theme 2 also considers the impact of the wider world on the decisions a business 

makes as it grows. 

In this theme, students will be introduced to national and global business contexts 

and will develop an understanding of how these contexts impact business behav-

ior and decisions. National contexts build on those in Theme 1 and relate to busi-

nesses operating in more than one location or across the UK. Global contexts re-

late to non-UK or transnational businesses. 

How is the course enriched? 

Real life business scenarios are used, visits to see the theory in action as well as 

enterprise tasks linked to local businesses. 

How will my work be assessed? 

 Two end of Year 11 exams.  50%/50% (1 hour 45 minutes each) 

What might this course lead to? 

 A Level courses such as Business, Operations Management etc. 

 Setting up your own business. 

 Apprenticeships within a business 

 

Who can I talk to to find out more about 

the course? 

Jasmine Williams, Ben Terry 

 

Lead Teacher:  Mr C Bargh 
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE Design and Technology  

 

What is the subject content for the course? 

 Core technical principles 

 Specialist technical principles 

 Designing and making principles 

 

The course includes all areas of design and technology and you will be learning and 
putting in to practice areas such as;  

 Sustainability, enterprise, textiles, energy, technology, properties of different 
materials and ethical factors 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

 Non-exam assessment which consists of a design and make task (50%) 

30-35 hours given to complete this part of the course.  

 Written exam (50%) 

 

What might this course lead to? 

 A Level Design Technology 

 Product Design / Construction / Engineering courses / Graphics / Architecture 

 

What else do I need to know about the course? 

 Much of the design work will be completed using ICT and making models 
leading to a final product 

 You will need a rounded interest and knowledge in all areas of design and 
technology e.g. sustainability, textiles and  physical and mechanical properties 

 

Who can I talk to in order to find out more about the course? 

Year 11: Lexie Bull, Corey Neary, Alex Bell, Daisie Jones   

 

Lead Teacher:  Mr M Sadler 

 

. 
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GCSE Drama 

What will I do on the course? 

GCSE Drama is an exciting, inspiring  and practical course. You will investigate different genres of 

drama and experiment with different dramatic conventions, forms and techniques to produce 

your own piece of original theatre. You will also participate in performances of extracts from 

plays and complete a final theoretical exam at the end of the course.  

 

How will my work be assessed? 

Component 1—Devising Theatre: Practical unit, internally assessed. 40% of overall mark 

Students create their own performances from scratch using a range of drama techniques. 

Students are assessed on their creative ideas, their performance skills and a written analysis of 

the process. 

Component 2—Performing from a Text: Practical unit, externally assessed. 20% of overall mark 

Students perform an extract from a published play in small groups to a live audience of friends 

and relatives. Students are assessed on their performance skills by a visiting examiner. There is an 

option of choosing to be assessed on technical elements such as lighting, costume,  hair and 

makeup, set and sound design.  

Component 3—Interpreting Theatre: Written exam. 40% of overall mark 

Students study a set play through performance and theoretical written tasks and sit a written 

exam in the summer of Year 11 to evaluate their understanding of the play and a range of drama 

techniques.  

 

What might this course lead to? 

 Employment, at a junior level, in the performing arts industry.  

 College courses such as BTEC National Diploma in Performing Arts.  

 A Level courses in the Performing Arts/Drama  
 

What else to I need to know about the course? 

You must attend theatre visits regularly as this is part of the course requirements. You will need 

to be very motivated and committed to working in your own time, particularly when extra 

rehearsals are required and have the confidence to perform in front of a live audience on stage. 

60% of this course is practical and requires you to be able to perform in front of an audience. 

Who can I talk to in order to find out more about the course? 

Year 10: Will Cousins, Maddie East 

Lead Teacher:  Mr D Nash 
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition  

 

What will I do on the course? 

You will develop the knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply 
the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. It encourages learners to 
cook, enables them to make informed decisions about food and nutrition and allows 
them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves and others       
affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. A big section of this GCSE is looking at 
the science of the ingredients and methods that you may use to cook, and so an inter-
est in this as well as nutrition will be beneficial in supporting you in this subject.  

 

How will my work be assessed?  

 Component 1:  Principles of food preparation and nutrition (Written Exam - 

50%) 

 Component 2:  Food preparation and nutrition in action 

 Non examination assessment internally assessed: 

Assessment 1: 8 hours The Food Investigation Assessment (15%) 

A scientific food investigation which will assess the learner's knowledge, skills and     

understanding in relation to scientific principles underlying the preparation and      

cooking of food. 

Assessment 2: 12 hours The Food Preparation Assessment (35%) 

Prepare, cook and present a menu which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and 

understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of 

food 

What might this course lead to? 

Any post-16 food based courses.  Level 3 Food and Nutrition, Hospitality Diplomas.  

Links with Science and Sports related qualifications. 

What else do I need to know about the course? 

Regular provision of ingredients will be crucial to success –  support with ingredient 

provision can be given in some circumstances 

Who can I talk to in order to find out more about the course? 

Year 11: Molly Paskey, Alexi Natividad, Abigail  Norman, Lucia Hinchliffe  

Year 10: Tia Iles, Jack Wynn, Will Gamble  

Lead Teacher:  Miss K Shannon 
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What qualification would I get? 

Cambridge National Level 1/2 Certificate in IT 

What will I do on the course? 

Component 01 – Understanding tools. Techniques , methods and 
processes for technological solutions 

Students develop their knowledge and understanding of different hardware and 

software applications and the tools and techniques used to select, store, manipu-

late and present data. They also explore the various risks associated with the col-

lection, storage and use of data, including legal, moral, ethical and security issues, 

and how such risks can be mitigated.  

Component 02 – developing technical solutions 
Students create a technological solution that processes data and communicates 

information, following the phases of the project life cycle using different hard-

ware and software technologies to create an integrated technological solution. 

They develop practical skills such as carrying out a SWOT analysis, creating GANTT 

charts, developing online surveys, and presenting data through web-based tech-

nologies.  

It will be taught in a project-based environment so students can understand and 

apply their skills learnt in a synoptic manner. 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

 One centre assessed task (50%) 

 One External Written Exam (50%) 
 

What might this course lead to? 

 A Level courses at college / Sixth Form where you could study Computing, 

Data Analyst, Computer Science etc. 

 Level 3 digital courses 

 Apprenticeships in GCHQ 
 

Who can I talk to to find out more about the 

course? 

Isaac Harper, Rowan Phelps, Matthew Knight 

 

Lead Teacher:  Mr C Bargh 
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What qualification would I get? 

RSL Music 

Level 2 Certificate in Performance for Music Practitioners this is equivalent to a 

GCSE grade. 

What will I do on the course? 

Music RSL is all about performance. You will learn how to perform effectively on 

your chosen instrument or voice by setting yourself targets for improvement. You 

will rehearse a variety of different songs in different musical styles chosen to 

develop your overall musicianship, continually evaluating your progress along the 

way. You must be willing to work on developing your musical performance skills 

throughout the course. This could be achieved by playing an instrument, singing, 

beat boxing, rapping or DJing. 

How will my work be assessed? 

There are 3 units that have to be completed over the 2 years. There is the 

opportunity to pick which unit you wish to specialise in. The options are as follows:- 

Compulsory units 

Unit 1 – Musical Knowledge – Internally assessed and moderated by RSL 

Unit 2—Live Music Performance—Externally assessed by RSL  

Optional units (1 must be completed) 

Unit 3 – Improving Instrumental Performance – Internally assessed  

Unit 4 – Composing Music - Internally assessed  

You will be assessed according to the RSL grading criteria and can achieve a Pass, 

Merit or Distinction. 

What might this course lead to? 

The course is a very practical course aimed at developing the skills required to be a 

practical musician. It will prepare you for further study at Level 3 BTEC Music, AS 

Level Music or Music Technology. 

Who can I talk to in Year 11 to find out more 

about the course? 

Leona Beech and Nathan Greenway-Davis 

 

Lead Teacher: Mrs D Ball 
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What qualification would I get? 

RSL Music Technology 

Level 2 Certificate in Technology for Music Practitioners this is equivalent to a GCSE 

grade. 

What will I do on the course? 

In Music Technology you will learn how to use recording techniques and learn to 

record a variety of different sound sources. You will also use the computers to create, 

remix and arrange different styles of music. There will also be opportunities for you to 

do live sound engineering at concerts. 

How will my work be assessed? 

There are 3 units that have to be completed over the 2 years. There is the opportunity 

to pick which units you wish to specialise in. The options are as follows:- 

Compulsory units 

Unit 1 – Musical Knowledge – Internally assessed and moderated by RSL 

Unit 2—Music Sequencing and Production—Externally assessed by RSL  

Optional units (1 must be completed) 

Unit 3 – Composing Music – Internally assessed and moderated by RSL 

Unit 4 – Sound Recording - Internally assessed and moderated by RSL 

Unit 5 – Using a DAW - Internally assessed and moderated by RSL 
  

You will be assessed according to the RSL grading criteria and can achieve a Pass, Merit 

or Distinction. 

What might this course lead to? 

The course is a very practical course aimed at developing the skills required to be a 

practical musician. It will prepare you for further study at Level 3 BTEC Music, AS Level 

Music or Music Technology. 

  

Who can I talk to in Year 11 to find out more about the course? 

Kieran Everitt 

  

Lead Teacher: Mrs D Ball 
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE Physical Education 

What will I do on the course? 

Paper 1 – The human body and movement within physical activity and sport 

 Applied anatomy and physiology 
 Movement analysis 
 Physical training 
 Use of data 
 

Paper 2 - Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport 

 Sports psychology 
 Socio-cultural influences 
 Health, fitness and well-being 
 Use of data 
  

Practical 

 Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of player/
performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a third in either 
a team or in an individual activity). 

 Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about improvement in one 
activity. 

  

How will my work be assessed? 

Theory - 2 External Summer Exam Papers.  30% for each (1 hour 15 minutes each) 

Practical - Controlled practical assessment in three activities (30%) and analysis and 
evaluation of performance (10%).  Assessed by teachers, moderated by the AQA exam 
board.  

What might this course lead to? 

Studying GCSE PE can provide information to support pathways into several careers: 

Sports therapy, lifeguarding, fitness instruction, sports coaching, youth work, sports 
psychology, physiotherapy, outdoor pursuit instructing, sports development, PE 
teaching, exercise science, sports equipment sales, personal training, firefighting, sports 
nutrition, the armed forces, stunt work, professional diving, sports event management, 
professional athlete. 

What else do I need to know about the course?  

Students considering GCSE PE should ideally have a very keen interest in 
sport and be representing  a club/school team in more than one sport. It is 
vital strong practical element to help your grade outcome. They should 
always be fully prepared with their sports kit and motivated to achieve their 
full potential. 

Who can I talk to in Year 11 to find out more about the course? 

Freya Cook/Alex Bell  

 

Lead Teacher:  Miss Dobler 
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What qualification would I get? 

GCSE Religious Studies 

 

What will I do on the course?    

You will explore issues / areas which affect us all e.g: 

 Relationships 

 Life and Death 

 Good and Evil 

 Human Rights 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

1 Written exam on religious, philosophical and ethical studies (2 hours) 

2 Written exams on Christianity and Islam (1 hour each) 

 

What might this course lead to? 

The skills taught on this course are highly sought after by employers and colleges– 
empathy, tolerance and critical thinking, creating structured arguments, essay skills, 
knowledge of world affairs, forming judgements and expressing your opinion. 
Debate is encouraged in lessons.  Specifically, it provides a solid base for those 
hoping to study philosophy and ethics / religious studies at A Level and also those 
considering politics at A Level.  
 

 
What else do I need to know about the course?  

This course will help develop : 

 Awareness of different cultures and the world around us 

 Your ability to understand different points of view 

 Critical thinking and communication skills 

 

Who can I talk to in Year 10 and 11  to find 

out more about the course? 

Alannah Gardner, Freya Cook, Lily Day,  

Ellie Radford, James D’arcy Price. 

Lead Teacher:  Miss L Hoare 
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